
 

SHINE 

How to Live the Christian Live in an Unchristian World  
 

WHEN TO SAY NO  
Daniel 1:1-21                Jeff Schreve 

    
You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden.  Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-

measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are  

in the house.  Let your light shine before men in such a way  

that they may see your good works and glorify your Father  

who is in heaven.   Matthew 5:14-16 

 
How can you and I shine for the Lord in an unchristian world? 

 
1.  We can commit to God regardless of the circumstances.                                                                          

 
A.  We face pressure to compromise and conform.             

Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold.   

Romans 12:2 JBP 

 

But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with  

the king’s choice food or with the wine which he drank.  Daniel 1:8a 

 
B.  We need predetermined answers to know when to say no.         

 
 1.  Our testimony is at stake.   

Like a muddied fountain and a polluted spring is a righteous  

man who yields, falls down, and compromises his integrity  

before  the wicked.  Proverbs 25:26 AMP 

 

 2.  Our attitude is critical.   
So he sought permission from the commander of the  

officials that he might not defile himself.  Daniel 1:8b 

 

 

 



 
2.  We can trust God regardless of the consequences.        

  
A.  God promises to honor those who honor Him.   

For those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me  

shall be lightly esteemed.  1 Samuel 2:30  

 
B.  God works miraculously when we work faithfully.       

In all labor there is profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.   

Proverbs 14:23 

 
3.  We can return to God regardless of the failures.                                       

 
A.  Failure is not final.   

But go, tell His disciples and Peter, “He is going before you into  

Galilee.”  Mark 16:7 

 
B.  The devil says, “Give up!” 

 
C.  God says, “Get up!”      

For a righteous man falls seven times, and rises again … 

Proverbs 24:16 

 
 Will you make the choice to honor God and shine for Jesus?      

 

____ Yes, I will. 

 

____ No, I won’t. 

 

      

 

 

 


