
 

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 

How to Overcome the Darkness by Living in the Light 

 

ARE YOU READY TO DEFEND YOUR FAITH?  
1 Peter 3:13-17        July 23, 2017        Jeff Schreve 

 

 

What is needed to coherently defend the truth of Christianity? 

 

1.  You need to know that attacks on our faith are inevitable.   
But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are  

blessed.  AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO  

NOT BE TROUBLED ….  1 Peter 3:14 

 
And you are not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it. It is the LORD of 

hosts whom you should regard as holy. And He shall be your fear, and He shall 

be your dread.  Isaiah 8:12-13  

 

 A.  Unbelievers will try to intimidate us to get us to retreat in fear. 

 

 B.  Unbelievers will use mockery to try to make us look foolish.       

 
Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, 

following after their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His 

coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was  

from the beginning of creation."  2 Peter 3:3-4 

 

2.  You need to arm yourself with a walk that matches the talk.              
 

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours 

in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also 

in all your behavior; because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM 

HOLY."  1 Peter 1:14-16  

 

 A.  A godly life cannot be manufactured by the flesh.   

 

B.  A godly life is the byproduct of Jesus ruling in your heart.        
 … but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts ….  1 Peter 3:15 

 

 C.  A godly life is a powerful witness for Christ.   



… and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are  

slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may  

be put to shame.  1 Peter 3:16  

 

3.  You need to arm yourself with answers.                          
… but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make 

a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that 

is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.  1 Peter 3:15     

 

 A.  Christianity is rooted in facts not fairy tales.                         

 

 B.  His story and your story must be ready to share.           

 

 C.  Your attitude is critical.  

 

What do you need to do to strengthen your readiness?  


