
  

THE CHURCH IN THE LAST DAYS 
 

PLEASING GOD IN A POSTMODERN AGE 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-5        Jeff Schreve 

 

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians 

in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and 

peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only 

fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each 

one of you toward one another grows ever greater;  

therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches 

of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your 

persecutions and afflictions which you endure.  

This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you 

may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed 

you are suffering.   

2 Thessalonians 1:1-5 
 

How can you please God in this postmodern age? 

 

1.   Make certain that you truly belong to Jesus.                   
… and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. However, you are not  

in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But  

if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.  

Romans 8:8-9 

 

2.  Take responsibility to grow in your faith.                      
We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, 

because your faith is greatly enlarged ….  2 Thessalonians 1:3 

 

A. A growing faith comes from reading/obeying the Word.      

 

B. A growing faith comes from believing God.  
In hope against hope he believed, in order that he might become a father of 

many nations, according to that which had been spoken, "SO SHALL YOUR 

DESCENDANTS BE." And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his 

own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the 

deadness of Sarah's womb; yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not 

waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully 

assured that what He had promised, He was able also to perform.  

Romans 4:18-21 

 



C. A growing faith is revealed through trials.    

 

3.  Ask God to love others through you.     
We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, 

because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward 

one another grows ever greater.  2 Thessalonians 1:3 

 
We love, because He first loved us. If someone says, "I love God," and hates his 

brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has 

seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have 

from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also. 

 1 John 4:19-21 

 

A. Real love sees people the way Jesus does.    
Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to  

himself, "If this man were a prophet He would know who and what  

sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she  

is a sinner."  Luke 7:39 

 

B. Real love does not sidestep the truth.     
"Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and rise again from the dead the 

third day; and that repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 

His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 

these things.”  Luke 24:46-48 

 

4.  Persevere through the worst of suffering.  

… therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the 

churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all 

your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.  

This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you 

may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed 

you are suffering.  2 Thessalonians 1:4-5 

 

This is proof that God is right in his judgment. He wants you to be 

worthy of his kingdom. Your suffering is for that kingdom.  Vs 5 

ERV 

 

• God is glorified when we praise Him in the pain.  
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which  

comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing  

were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the  

sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the  

revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.   

1 Peter 4:12-13 

 

It is never too late to start pleasing God.  


